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A Study on the Minefields of the Upright
Stones of Cist Tombs in Kochang

This particular study of the cist tombs in Kochang was done with the intent
to examine such various topics as where the upright stones came from, how
they were separated and carried from the original rock,. how they were built the
type of rocks used, and how the stone quarries were developed. The study
seems to be most significant for the topics have rarely been studied. From this
study, basic data was collected on the complete process of building the cist
tombs.

Research for the study centered around Mt. Seongtle and Mt. Chung in
Chungnim-li, Kochang-up and Sanggab-li, Asan-myon where the cist tombs are
located. Fifteen spots around Mt. Seongtle and eight spots in the Mt. Chung
area were examined respectively. Both places display the best construction of
the cist tombs, considering their topographical locations, availability of rocks
and the condition of labour. As we know from the present condition of the
quarries, the length of the original rock is usually laid from east to west. It is
certain that a considerable amount of stone was separated from the rocks at
tomb sites. Even now we can easily see the noticeable cracks on the side where
the stone can be removed.

In the process of separation, some cracks were made along the length of the
rock. After that, other cracks were made along its width. To remove the stone,
natural cracks were mostly made on the rock. Otherwise, the least amount of
labor was given by only striking artificial blows at the rock. We are sure that the
process of separation, the transportation of the stone and the construction of the
cist tombs were practiced under precise planning.

In the process of transporting the stone, the separated stone was at first rolled

down to the plains over the slope of the mountain. At this time, the transporting
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reqired more labor. Short logs were first put across longer ones, then the stone
itself was laid on the short logs and rolled along the longer ones.

The cist tombs were largely constructed in two ways. One was to move the
separated stone to a given place and to build the tomb there. The other was to
build the tomb in the place where the stone just rolled over the slope.

On the average, most upright stones weighed in at about 10 tons, but the
heaviest weighed 140 tons. It would take at least 1,200 adults to move the
heaviest stone to its resting site. Fortunately, it did not require so many adults
due to the slope of the mountain.

If the area of the cist tombs would be developed into a park, it could be
thought useful in two aspects. One is the exploration of such historical sites as
cist tombs, quarries and castle walls. The other is leisure activities including
recreation, sports and the observation of ecology. As a result, we must carry out
development which maintains the status quo and take the environment and the
landscape into consideration.

Regarding the quarries, we need to establish some information centers and
post guideboards for visitors into the region. In addition, we should select some

of the quarries and allow visitors an upclose look at the fine structures.
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